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THE ARCHAEOLIM PROJECT:
Archaeological inves�ga�ons into the Late Pleistocene an Early Holocene of the Lim Channel, Istria

The ARCHAEOLIM Project (2014 – 2017) is a three year project financed by the Croa�an Science Founda�on. Its main aims are to gain more insight into various aspects of 
change during the Late Pleistocena and Early Holocene. This is a crucial �me that say the dissapearance of Neandertals and inhabita�on of Europe by anatomically modern 
humans, as well as change from late Pleistocene glacial world to new, Holocene environments. Survey and previous work at four sites in the Lim channel have documented 
human presence during various �mes (Middle Paleolithic, Late Paleolithic, Early and Late Mesolithic). Thus, a comparison of data between all four sites could provide us 
with a basis for tes�ng of issues related to changing lifeways, land use, movement pa�erns, site use, biological aspects (similari�es and differences), contact zones, mobility, 
con�nuity, etc., at �mes of changing clima�c and environmental condi�ons and thus help us to understand this crucial �me period, in par�cular, and how humans respond 
to such changes, in general. Results from the project will also provide a basis for development of archaeology – based tourism and thus directly benefit the local community, 
and Croa�an economy in the long run.

Romualdova cave 
Previous work at the site documented human presence during the Late 
Paleolithic, Bronze and Iron Age, and several Mousterian stone tools. In 2014 
material remains from the Bronze and Iron Age were found in the upper 
layers (po�ery, animal bones, hearth, as well as several human remains). 
The human remains were directly dated by radiocarbon to 3150±46 BP and 
belong to a minimum of two people, one adult, most likely male (over 35 
years), and one juvenile (younger than 5 years). In lower layers, Pleistocene 
faunal remains (such as Ursus spelaeus and Equus ferus) as well as several 
Mousterian types of tools from the layers directly dated by radiocarbon to a 
minimum of 48 000 years ago, sugges�ng Neandertal presence at the site.

Abri Kon�ja 002 
The poten�al significance of the 
site was recognized by D. Komso 
during a brief survey in 2007. 
Several stone tools that based on 
typological characteris�cs could 
be assigned to either Late Upper 
Paleolithic or Early Mesolithic 
were collected. During excava�ons 
in 2014 and 2015 1,5 x 1,5 m 
trench yielded numerous animal 
bones and lithic remains, traces 
of fire and ochre. The site proved 
very rich, sugges�ng con�nuous 
human occupa�on. Based on 
typological characteris�cs and 
presence of Pleistocene fauna 
(such as Marmota marmota, 
Equus ferus, possibly Equus 
hydrun�nus and Cervis elaphus 
or Megaloceros giganteus) the 
material can be assigned to Late 
Upper Paleolithic.

Lim 001
A small test pit in 2008 yielded several 
lithic artefacts (including trapezes 
poin�ng to Late Mesolithic Age) and 
15 perforated marine shells (C. rus�ca). 
During 2015 excava�ons, a new test 
pit yielded similar material, and new 
stra�graphic sequence was found in the 
lower layers in which several lithics were 
found including a small grave�e. Samples 
for radiometric da�ng were collected. 
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Underwater research
During the Pleistocene the sea level was much lower and the Lim channel 
was a part of the land. Underwater survey was undertaken in 2015 to 
document sites (e.g. caves and abris) of interest for future research. 

Several caves were located, 
as well as material from later 
Prehistory (Bronze/Iron Age) 
and historic periods (17.- 19th 
century shipwrecks). Future 
research will be aimed at 
collec�ng sediments from 
caves in order to document 
possible human occupa�on 
during Pleistocene.

Cave at Rovinjsko Selo
In 2007 a small test pit yielded 
material from Late Epigrave�an 
and/or Early Mesolithic, based 
on typological characteris�cs 
of lithic industry, as well as 
fragmented animal remains. In 
2015 a geophysical survey of the 
site was undertaken in order to 
get a be�er understanding of 
the stra�graphy.
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